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PUBLIC SCHOOL REFORM — STATEWIDE EDUCATION SERVICES 

Statement by Minister for Education 
DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [9.04 am]: Today I would like to inform the 
house of the next phase of reform of the public school system across Western Australia. The first phase is the 
provision of more autonomy and flexibility to schools to make the decisions best suited to their students, families 
and communities. This is being driven through the independent public schools initiative, and we already have 98 
schools operating in this way. In July I will announce the third intake of schools from the 196 that expressed 
interest. The second phase of reform is putting resources and services in and closer to schools. This is being 
driven by the regional structure I announced in September last year, with networks of schools working together 
for leadership, support and collaboration on many fronts. The third phase that I am announcing today extends 
these reforms and places more support and resources closer to schools, moving away from a centralised 
approach. Vital to this is the establishment of a new structure to provide expert advice, support and services to 
schools.  

The Padbury Senior High School site will house statewide education services for schools from next year. As 
members know, the school will close at the end of 2011. This valuable asset will become the home of specialist 
resources for schools, where they can access experts in a range of areas including early childhood education; 
literacy and numeracy; English as a second language and dialect; behaviour management; student disability, 
including for those who are deaf and hard of hearing; speech and language development; curriculum; and 
vocational education. This will see the central office bureaucracy of the Department of Education significantly 
reduced. For too long, centralised programs have been run out to schools in a one-size-fits-all approach. Now, 
schools will determine the support they need and will be able to access it more easily than having to navigate 
their way through complex layers of bureaucracy.  

Further, as part of the changes to how schools are supported, a number of teacher development schools will be 
set up across the state. These schools will have demonstrated curriculum expertise and will play a major role as 
the Australian Curriculum is introduced from kindergarten to year 10 from next year. We know that teachers will 
benefit most from working with other expert and experienced teachers in classrooms, rather than through 
centralised programs. These teacher development schools will provide the necessary support to teachers in all 
schools as they become familiar with the Australian Curriculum. Together, these reforms are aimed at continuing 
to build a strong public school system, with the prime focus being the success of students.  
 


